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Cottam Solar Project Limited 
Unit 25.7, Coda Studios 

189 Munster Road 
         London  

SW6 6AW 
 
Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero 
Department for Energy Security and Net Zero 
3-8 Whitehall Place 
London 
 
6 August 2024 
 
Dear Secretary of State, 
 
Cottam Solar Project – Submissions to the Secretary of State 
Application Ref: EN010133 

This letter sets out the responses of Cottam Solar Project Limited (‘the Applicant’) to the 
Request for Information (‘RfI’) dated 2 August 2024 made by the Secretary of State for 
Energy Security and Net Zero (‘the SoS’).  

Response to Request for Information 

In response to the SoS’s request as set out in paragraphs 3 and 4 of the RfI, the Applicant 
has reviewed the land ownership details in relation to plot 10-241. Plot 10-241 forms part 
of Land Registry parcel LL322873 (the “Title”). 

The Applicant notes that, as at the date of this letter, the office copies at the Land Registry 
show the Title as being registered to C Nicholson No 1 Settlement (the “Settlement”). 
However, the Applicant has based the Book of Reference [REP5-010] on the information 
provided to it as part of its diligent inquiries.  

The Applicant has been provided with evidence that the Title was transferred from the 
Settlement to Clifford Graham Rowles Nicholson on 5 April 2022 to Mr Nicholson. The Title 
was then immediately subject to a further transfer of the freehold, from Mr Nicholson to 
Tillside Limited (Company No. 13962738), also dated 5 April 2022. The transfer to Tillside 
Limited records the previous transfer from the Settlement to Mr Nicholson. 

An Option Agreement (the “Option”) for plot 10-241 dated 19 February 2021 was entered 
into between the Applicant and the representatives of the Settlement. The transfer of the 
Title to Tillside Limited records that the Title is subject to the Option, and that Tillside 
Limited covenants to observe and perform the covenants and conditions contained in the 
Option. A redacted copy of the Land Registry transfer form confirming the above is 
provided in Appendix 1 to this letter. 

This was explained at the Compulsory Acquisition Hearing in response to submissions 
made on behalf of 7000 Acres (see Agenda Item 6.1 of the Written Summary of the 
Applicant’s Oral Submissions at the Compulsory Acquisition Hearing (CAH1) on 7 
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December 2023 [REP3-036]). The position in respect of the Option remains as set out in 
the Applicant’s Response to ExA First Written Questions [REP2-034], at question 1.14.8, 
namely: 

“The option was signed in 2021 with a previous landowner. During the time period 
leading up to the submission of the planning application for the Scheme, the 
ownership of much of the land at the Cottam 1 Site was being transferred. When 
the land was transferred to a new owner (Tillside Limited), the option agreement 
passed with it. The option was signed before the current owners acquired the land 
and the option remains binding upon them. No new option agreement is 
necessary.” 

The Applicant has contacted the current landowner and they have confirmed that no 
further transfers of the Title have been made since the close of the Examination. 

The same position applies to other plots in the Book of Reference that refer to Tillside 
Limited. 

In relation to the potential for changes relating to other landowners, referred to generally 
in the RfI, the Applicant is currently reviewing the land ownership details in order to 
identify if there have been any changes in ownership. The Applicant expects to be in a 
position to provide details of any changes of land ownership by the deadline of 9 August; 
however, if an update to the Book of Reference is required, it may not be possible to 
complete this work by the deadline specified. 

The Applicant considers that the above satisfactorily provides the additional information 
as requested by the SoS in their letter of 2 August 2024 in respect of plot 10-241. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us using the details provided below if you have any 
questions. 

Yours sincerely, 

Eve Browning 

Cottam Solar Project Ltd. 

0808 1691848 

info@cottamsolar.co.uk 
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Appendix 1 – HM Land Registry Form TR5 






















